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Backup of Women empowerment

Being a women activist for the past 18 year in my life the title
“Women empowerment, prosperous Afghanistan” gives me energy,
confidence and hope for a better tomorrow. Moments of my life I
could not enjoy because I was “a woman”, and then a woman with
disability in a conflict zone, is something I have always carried in
my heart, and it truly elates me to know that we are working together
to ensure no young girl or woman should have to experience that in
the future. The once dream of a prosperous Afghanistan has now
become an achievable goal- and for that [ would like to congratulate
everyone. The fact that we know there is a lot of work and effort
ahead of us to achieve this goal, yet we continue to stand together in
commitment and solidarity is what Afghanistan, and Afghan women,
are all about.

To encounter existing patriarchal social, political and family
structures through a re-configuration of women's roles in the family,
community, and nation: is not an easy job. Afghan women
experience war and violence differently from men, and that is
evident in the various displays of violence against women in
Afghanistan.

Flourishing women’s rights movement need to develop new and
creative strategies in which networking and different forms of
solidarity movements can serve as the safety net that women leaders
like myself desperately need to be effective. This would be a real
contribution for empowering our current women leaders, but also
setting up mechanisms to protect our future leaders. Rhetoric needs
to become practice. The symbolic inclusion of women needs to
become a reality.

During the Taliban regime, many women risked their lives by
turning their homes into underground networks of schools for girls
and young women. Women NGOs and civil society activists created
cohesion and solidarity in their communities by implementing a
variety of projects for women empowerment. Today, the spectrum
has evolved as women take on positions in government institutions.
Now women activists risk their lives by entering the political
spectrum. They are trying to lay a foundation for a stronger network
of women leaders who require commitment and better protection if
they are going to play a role in the process of reconstruction and
development in Afghanistan. Despite their personal, social and
economic struggles they are optimistic and willing to participate in
the process of reconstruction and development

However given Afghanistan’s current situation of poverty, political
disenfranchisement and social disarray, we need to list specific steps
through which we can change the current circumstance in our favor.
Afghanistan’s social development can only be ensured through
democracy, security, good governance and the reduction of poverty,
the success only and only can be assured through full participation of
women, especially in rural Afghanistan In the beginning of every
movement there are challenges and lessons to learn from. Lessons
learned in the past 14 years must serve as our guide and toolkit for
future strategies. Today, | would like to share some of my own
pegonal takeaways with you during the 18 years

| have worked as a woman activist, human rights
defender and now as Deputy Minister:

Solidarity among women is key for success.
We should accept our differences and enjoy
the beauty of diversity of experiences-
allowing us to build alliances and
empowered  networks for  advocacy
initiatives

Education: higher education, skill sets, and
career building opportunities are key for
assuming decision-making opportunities.
We need more qualified and transparent
women leaders to truly carry the torch of
women empowerment.

To think Globally make us empowered to
be member of the civilized world and acting
locally makes us to be welcomed and
understood by our people. Thus, the
transforming knowledge and experience
will be done truly (I don’t understand this
but it’s not good English)

Respect:  respecting  other  peoples’
ideologies and values, and empowering
them regardless to be the version of
themselves is real freedom and real
empowerment. The enforcement of
ideologies, certain values and ideas of
feminism without acknowledging the value
of a contrasting nature keeps us from
developing real bonds of trust and respect.
Government commitment to empowering
women and bringing them into leadership
positions is imperative; however, an even
bigger commitment is ensuring the
protection and security of these women so
that they are truly empowered to be game
changers in their institutions

Helping women leaders fight against
corruption again needs strong support from
high  level government authorities-
otherwise they are vulnerable to falling prey
to mafia’s and other corrupt and violent
groups

Now Afghan women are having the ability
to take part in all level decision making
process from war to peace, from social to
political participation and even their voices
that how to fight against corruption and to
bring good governance should be heard
Women with disability are the most
neglected category of citizens in this
country even by women’s right activists
who are in dear need of support. The
women empowerment process won’t be
justified or balanced without empowerment
of women with disabilities

Government all policies and strategies
should be gender and disability friendly,
otherwise the process of development won’t
be balanced
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www.knahr.net

karamanet@yahoo.com

House No. 4, Butcher 8=Street,
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